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Guidelines on the examination of rams for breeding – BTV update 

(issued on 27th August 2026 for use in addition to SVS standard advice) 

• In order to achieve conception rates in excess of 85% of ewes in the first cycle ram health and 
fertility must be optimal. 

•  Bluetongue virus (BTV) replicates in the testicles in infected rams, causing significant impact on 
sperm production. This is in addition to the general effects on fertility of the high temperature 
and blood vessel damage making animals unwell. (Kirschvink et al., 2009, Puggioni et al., 2018)  

• Rams do eventually recover sperm production but their fertility for the coming season is 
expected to be very poor.  

• The time taken for sperm to develop is 50 days (Ridler et al., 2012) and recovery of breeding soundness 
after BTV infection is considered to be up to 100 days (Puggioni et al., 2018) therefore there are long 
lasting impacts on ram fertility for the current season. 

• Ram MOTs and electro-ejaculation (EEJ) should only be carried out by those trained and 
competent in the techniques. 

• Given the ongoing risk to fertility, unvaccinated ram assessment should happen as close to 
mating as possible to be useful at the time of mating but sufficiently in advance that alternative 
ram power can be sought if necessary. 

• However, please be aware that BTV infection after a successful ram MOT test can still impact 
fertility, making vigilance and vaccination essential.  

• Vigilance should include checking for clinical signs in all animals daily, using raddle on rams to 
detect returning ewes and scanning early. 

• The standard advice remains that every ram should be physically examined every year (however 
note that this does not necessarily mean that EEJ should be included). 

• It is not considered acceptable to perform EEJ on any ram that fails the first stage of a ram MOT 
and no ram should be condemned on the basis of an single unsuccessful EEJ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
*Risk period from start of July (with some variation depending on accumulated temperature-days and location). 

Ram vaccinated before        
risk period*. 

If high risk mating (single sire 
mating, high ewe:ram ratio, short 
mating window) or pre-purchase:  

RAM MOT followed by EEJ. 

If lower risk mating [mob mating, 
low ewe:ram ratio): 

RAM MOT followed by EEJ for 
suspect animals ONLY. 

Ram (either unvaccinated or 
vaccinated after start of risk 
period*) with no known BTV-

related illness. 

Leave examination until as late 
pre-mating as possible but with 
sufficient time to action/source 

additional rams. 

If high risk mating:  
RAM MOT followed by EEJ. 

If lower risk mating, consider the 
need for EEJ on a case by case 

basis. 

Ram that had clinical BTV 
within three months of start of 

mating. 

Very high risk for infertility this 
season. 

Do not test unnecessarily (or 
within two months of clinical 

BTV).   
Leave this ram to rest until next 
season and then check fertility 

based on usual criteria. 

Consider additional supporting management practices including use of raddles, extending mating,          
changing of rams, using more ram power or delaying mating. 


