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1.  General comments

	Stakeholder number

(To be completed by the Agency)
	General comment (if any)
	Outcome (if applicable)

(To be completed by the Agency)

	
	Though the aim to promote responsible use of antimicrobials is one with which we agree, we have some misgivings in restricting use of all antimicrobials for prophylaxis, particularly antibiotics, and how the definitions can be practically applied in sheep flocks. 
In the UK, the sheep sector has made good progress in reducing antimicrobial use and improving how antimicrobials are used in flocks. This has been aided by the RUMA targets for the sector and has been entirely voluntary thus far. We would urge a gradual introduction of change (with more flexibility associated with increased veterinary justification) to drive better practice alongside better veterinary engagement 
Progress is ongoing but there are a range of concerns that largely hinge on the vet / sheep farmer relationship in terms of continuing to drive responsible use. In many areas of the UK there is poor engagement between vets and sheep farmers. Communication of responsible use messages to vets and farmers leading to voluntary change, alongside changes to marketing authorisations would be needed to maintain the relationship needed to gather accurate data on medicine usage in flocks. 
There is a lack of literature review evidence in the Reflection Paper for the recognised areas that antibiotic usage in the sheep sector may be essential to alleviate suffering. There are no vaccination or biosecurity measures that can be employed in the case of all bacterial diseases of sheep – for example outbreaks of ovine keratoconjunctivitis or septic arthritis in lambs
The table (line 313) in terms of columns 2, 3 and 4 is difficult to apply in practical scenarios though may be helpful to think about the phases of pathogen / host interaction. In terms of being faced with a flock of sheep, gathered from extensive grazing for veterinary examination it is difficult to determine where an at-risk animal in a flock with a disease may lie on the spectrum of colonised, not infected to infected, subclinical disease. This is complicated further in the case for diseases where laboratory diagnostics are not available or the timescale for return of results would be inappropriately long and contribute to further suffering.
Where the decision is made not to use antimicrobials this could lead to increased morbidity and mortality in flocks. The importance of welfare in flocks should not be compromised by prescribing decisions that are based on strict interpretations of guidance. Veterinary judgement of the full picture needs to be applied and the decision reached may vary depending on many factors including flock type, size, time of year, stage of gestation / lactation, age of sheep.  

The consideration of prophylaxis for anti-coccidials is appropriate in terms of allowing administration to more than one animal based on risk / severity in exceptional cases. 
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