Sheep Veterinary Society (SVS)
Points for Discussion: 
Non penetrating captive bolt devices and approval for euthanasia of young lambs, goats and piglets.
VMD changes to standards post-Brexit on metaphylactic / prophylactic use of antimicrobials.
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway
OPA Working Group

Background to above points:
Non penetrating captive bolt devices

The change in legislation to introduce non-penetrative captive bolt as an additional humane killing method came into force on 3rd February 2022 (Annex I of retained Council Regulation (EC) 1099/2009). Concerns were raised by SVS on availability of devices and the importance of training to use and maintain the devices. Humane slaughter Society have issued guidance and plans to discuss this further at the SVS Autumn conference.

VMD changes to standards post-Brexit on metaphylactic / prophylactic use of antimicrobials.
SVS work closely with Medicines including The Responsible use of Medicines in Agriculture Alliance (RUMA) and Sheep Antibiotic Guardian Group (SAGG) and support the drive to reduce antibiotic use. SVS published in December 2021 of the guidance for vets on appropriate prescribing for control of watery mouth in neonates following the withdrawal of Spectam Scourhalt.
Concerns still however, for example treatment of Sheep with Ovine Infectious Keratoconjunctivitis where group treatment for control of mycoplasma is frequently used for control.
In addition there is a European Medicines Agency (EMA) public consultation on prophylactic use of antimicrobials in animals. SVS will be providing a response
Animal Health and Welfare Pathway
SVS are represented on the vet group, endemic diseases subgroup, Worming Treatment Check subgroup and 7 SVS members attend these meetings. Fortnightly meetings have been onerous requiring a significant amount of time to read & understand the concepts and attend meetings. Still concerns on data collection and worm check proposals.
OPA Working Group
Industry assurance scheme - Aspirational right now in part due to poor access to scanners, costs
Scanning training and certification for vets – no good geographical coverage of competent vets to do scanning. No info on how many flocks scanned or number of sheep scanned plus follow up PMEs of ‘positives’ which are needed to give some level of competence. Improved research and diagnostics – nothing on the horizon. Discussion on whether lay scanners (those that do pregnancy scanning) could offer chest scanning but making a diagnosis requires a vet. Some discussion on lay scanners doing preliminary screens and referring suspects for a vet to screen but there still aren’t enough vets to do this and telemed may have limitations. Lay scanners would also need to be able to demonstrate competence.
Meeting organised or attended since last update: 

20/09/2021 SVS Autumn conference Cheltenham
27/10/2021 APGAW Lord Trees on Sheep Scab

11/05/2022 Welfare in Transport -  Journey times for sheep and cattle Scottish Government

15/03/2022 Medicines Hub meetings with AHDB

22/02/2022 RCVS Knowledge - Farm Vet Champions 

06/12/2021 Animal Welfare Committee Evidence session on castration and tail docking
 21/03/2022 OPA working group stakeholder meeting
31/03/2022 Wales Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS) meeting
Better Antibiotic Data by Farming Scheme (BADAFS) – Working Group Secretariat is the Veterinary Medicines Directorate)

BVA council meeting and consultations

Ruminant Health and Welfare Group meetings

Sheep pathway meetings fortnightly

Forthcoming meetings

Manual Blunt Force Trauma Meeting with Gareth Baynham-Hughes, Director of Animal and Plant Health and Welfare, and Pamela Thompson, Deputy Director, Transforming Farm Animal Health and Welfare. May 2022 TBA

SVS Spring conference, Templepatrick, Northern Ireland. 23-24th May 2022

NSA Scotsheep, 1st June 2022 at Over Finlairg, near Dundee

BVA Live – 23rd – 24th June 20222 at NEC Birmingham

NSA Sheep event at the Three Counties Showground, Malvern, 27th July 2022

SVS Autumn conference in Penrith 17th – 19th October 2022
‘Sheep Meet’ local meetings, supported by Ceva Animal Health these are local meetings for sheep practitioners organised by SVS members and held across GB. Program in development for 2022
International Conferences

· The 10th International Sheep Veterinary Congress (ISVC), 6th – 10th March 2023 in Seville, Spain

· The 11th International Sheep Veterinary Congress (ISVC), 10th – 14th March 2025 in Woolongong, Australia

