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AMU Calculator
Scheme

WLBP AMU Calculator
Welcome to the Welsh Lamb & Beef Producers AMU Calculator. The 
AMU Calculator allows vets to import details of their client’s animals and 
product purchases, and work with this data to produce a report on 
antimicrobial usage for discussion with their farmers. 



WLBP AMU Calculator
Welsh Lamb & Beef Producers (WLBP) Farm Assured Welsh Livestock Scheme (FAWL)
requires all members to undertake an annual livestock health & welfare review with their
vet. Included in the review is an analysis of medicine data, with vets making
recommendations for responsible reduction in use.

One issue hindering progress was the need for better quality and standardised data to
achieve more meaningful results, particularly around antimicrobial benchmarking. In
response, WLBP took a strategic decision to invest in finding a solution by working with
VetIMPRESS. The solution developed is the new AMU Calculator, enabling vets to assign
medicine use to farm enterprises to ensure analysis of medicine data is using
standardised, quality data to achieve more meaningful results.

A range of metrics can be used to benchmark AMU. All metrics require information on
the type of antibiotic, amount purchased or administered, species of the animal and age
and sex of animals on the farm (to determine number and categories of species on-farm
across the year). Often the information is in a raw, unstandardised format and requires
calculation, standardisation and analysis before it can become useful.

Welsh Lamb and Beef Producers have commissioned a software platform to bring
together the data you need to provide advice to your farmers. The platform will
permission, aggregate and standardise data from vet practices, BCMS, WLBP records or
user entry in order to produce reports which you can discuss with your farmers.



What is the AMU Calculator?
A robust system to monitor the use of antibiotics in 
food animal production systems.

Who is the calculator for?
Veterinarians who produce a report on antimicrobial 
usage for discussion with their farmers.

How does the calculator work?

Why is it useful?
Provides a simplified method of analysing and 
comparing antimicrobial usage across  individual 
beef, dairy and sheep farms farms.

An antimicrobial calculator allowing product and 
animal data across WLBP farms to be standardised, 
managed and reported upon. 



Why is farm-level antimicrobial benchmarking 
required?
Antimicrobial benchmarking compares antibiotic use across farms in the same country and category, with each animal category (dairy 
cattle, beef cattle, sheep, pig and poultry) benchmarked separately. It is a legal requirement in some European countries. In the UK, 
monitoring antibiotic use is carried out by veterinary practices, meat processors, food retailers and milk buyers. A standardised process is 
required to provide useful feedback to farmers. 

Use of antibiotics in farm livestock and perceived growth in antimicrobial resistance is attracting global interest. A robust monitoring 
system for antibiotic use will provide consumers with confidence their food is safe and has been produced sustainably. 

Measurement of AMU is important to:

• Highlight problem areas such as over-use 
• Raise awareness of trends toward or away from an antimicrobial group 
• Aid disease surveillance 
• Form a basis for informed herd health discussions 
• Encourage farmers to make changes to ensure animals remain healthy and antibiotics are reduced



Benefits To You & The Industry:

The AMU Calculator:

• Enables the profession to lead on appropriate use of
antimicrobials whilst ensuring optimum animal health
and welfare; protecting human health through
responsible food production; and improving
productivity.

• Allows you to be completely in control of prescribing
to the best needs of your clients’ animals.

• Saves you hours in generating AMU reports.

• Will increase conversation around AMU between
you and your farmers, as it provides an invaluable
tool to help farmers and processors meet targets on
antimicrobial usage

• Provides a standardised approach across the
industry, improving our ability to trade in the global
food market whilst demonstrating farmers and vets
are working together to maintain high standards.



A 3-step process of taking raw medicines data, organising and standardising the data and assigning the data against dairy, beef and 
sheep enterprises to make it ready for reporting.

AMU Calculator Workflow

API Call
Application
Final Data

1. Raw PMS Medicines 
Data

• On-premise
• Unstandardised
• Often unrelated to 

species

2. Standardise Medicines 
Data

• Known product
• Known quantity
• (Known active and mg)

3. Assign Medicines Data

• Animals & meds assigned 
to enterprises

• Reporting
• Vet sign-off

Extract
Transform

Load

Standardising 
Software 





AMU Calculator FAQ’s

What do farmers require? *Important note*
From 1st of May 2022 farmers in Wales who are members of the 
FAWL scheme will require their vet to complete the calculation for 
antibiotic usage digitally on the WLBP platform for livestock on 
their farms. Farmers will therefore be requesting vets to complete 
this process in order to comply with the requirements of the 
scheme.

How is the AMU Calculator accessed?
The calculator will be accessed via the WLBP website.

What metrics are used to calculate AMU?
The metric used will be based on what enterprises you have on your
farm (dairy, beef, sheep, pigs, poultry). Currently, AMU for pigs and
poultry is reported as weight-based. Current recommendations from
CHAWG (Cattle Health and Welfare Group) is that dairy, beef and
sheep are also recorded as weight-based, but with extra count-based
metrics for dairy to take account of lactating and dry cow tubes. As
the platform develops and feedback from vet advisors is received,
the reports can be changed for each enterprise type, but the
intention is to begin in line with the recommendations of CHAWG,
SHAWG and other such recognised expert bodies.



AMU Calculator FAQ’s
How is my data securely stored?
You are in control of the information within the application. The
integration allows data accessible by you alone to flow in, where it will
become standardised. It is only when you access the WLBP AMU
Advisory Benchmarking Platform and begin to create an AMU report that
data will be brought across into the WLBP ecosystem. The transferred
data will contain only standardised antimicrobial product names and
quantities, together with the sub-account name or animal/account under
which the products were purchased. No pricing data or other practice
description data will be transferred.

Should I inform my farmers?
Data Privacy: All data transferred will be encrypted. Privacy is controlled
as only the vet and the farmer have direct access to information. WLBP
will be provided with AMU data and reports when they are produced and
finalised by the vet and shared with the farmer in order to comply with
the requirements of the FAWL scheme.

How is data brought into the AMU Calculator?
VetIMPRESS will install integration software. The installation only takes a
few minutes. This software will automate data transfer from your PMS
into the application.

Is there a charge for the AMU Calculator?
WLBP have funded the installation cost for each practice using the
calculator.



Available Now
The WLBP AMU Calculator is now live on 
the WLBP Vet Portal. All practices 
supplying antimicrobials to Welsh farmers 
will be able utilise the platform.

Get in Touch
Welsh Lamb and Beef Producers Ltd (WLBP)
North Rd, Gorseland, Aberystwyth,  SY23 
2HE

Tel: 01970 636688
Web:  www.farmrecords.wlbp.co.uk

North Wales – Sion Ifans
Email: sionifans@wlbp.co.uk
Mob:  07843491603

Mid Wales – Grace Rees-Jones
Email: gracerj@wlbp.co.uk
Mob: 07776950444

South Wales –Marged Simons
Email: margeds@wlbp.co.uk
Mob: 07384857461
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